
Borough of Seaside Park 

Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, April 21, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

Honorable Mayor: John A. Peterson Jr.  

Council President:  Matthew DeMichele   

Council Member:   Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

Council Member:  Faith Liguori (Via Telephone) 

Council Member: Ray Amabile  

Council Member: Karen Kroon  

Council Member:  Marty Wilk 

Also Attending  Borough Attorney: Steven Zabarsky, Esq. 

Municipal Clerk: Sandra F. Martin 

Administrator/CFO Thomas Seaman 

Chief of Police  James Boag 

Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer Gary Stocco 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY MAYOR PETERSON: Pursuant to the provisions of the New Jersey 

Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by transmitting the Notice of 

Meeting for publication in the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger on January 7, 2022. Notice of this meeting of 

the Governing Body has been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and in the Office of the Municipal 

Clerk.  

ROLL CALL The roll was called; all members present. 

WORKSHOP 

Oath Of Office: Lieutenant McKay 

Lieutenant McKay came forward and was administered an Oath of Office by Mayor Peterson. 

Oath Of Office: Sergeant Casole 

Sergeant Casole came forward and was administered an Oath of Office by Mayor Peterson.  

Discussion of a Plan to Build a New Highway Entrance to the Island, Connecting the Route 37 Bridge to 

Route 35 in Seaside Park, Subject of a Study to be Conducted This Year by the State Department of 

Transportation 

Mayor Peterson provided background on the ShoreBeat article reporting the revival by the NJDOT of past plans to 

construct a new entrance to Route 35. It was discussed that the NJDOT had acquired the properties through eminent 

domain for the right-of-way.   

Council Member Dr. McHugh provided historical background with the NJDOT and construction of the Route 35 

entrance.  

It was discussed that “CD” in FY 2022-2023 Study and Development Program was an abbreviation for “concept 

development.” Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that study and development consisted of work performed during 

concept development and was work done to develop a feasible project. 

Chief Boag stated that there were more accidents leaving town than entering town. 

Preliminary Discussion of Ongoing Research from the Marina Committee, as to Adjusted Modifications in 

Ordinances, With Respect to the Marina Operation 

Council Member Kroon invited the Marina Supervisor, John Kleva, to discuss the suggested changes to the Chapter 

293.
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Council Member Kroon provided background that the Marina Committee’s review of the ordinances was to clarify 

regulations that were vague and update fees that had not been increased since 2011 to offset the expenses of running 

the marina. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky stated that a definition should be added for revision of “spouse” to “immediate family 

member” in section 8, subsection B, and suggested “spouse or child.” Marina Supervisor Kleva explained the 

renewal process and discussed that the current ordinance only allowed for the slip to be reassigned to a spouse in the 

event of a permit holder’s death, but there had been situations where a child was willed the boat instead of the 

spouse.   

Council Member Liguori expressed concern regarding the ability for a permit holder’s immediate family member to 

be reassigned the slip when there were so many on the waitlist. Council President DeMichele clarified that if the 

boat was willed to the spouse or child, the ordinance allowed the spouse or child the ability to renew the slip. Marina 

Supervisor Kleva stated that this scenario had only happened three (3) times in the ten (10) years he had worked in 

the marina.  

Council Member Kroon, Council President DeMichele, and Council Member Dr. McHugh expressed favor for 

“spouse and child.” 

Marina Supervisor Kleva explained the suggested change that a slip may only be reassigned for three (3) 

consecutive years. Marina Supervisor Kleva stated that the reassignment had never had a restriction on the number 

of years. It was discussed that the suggested change would be two (2) consecutive years.  

Council Member Kroon discussed the change of the summer storage season from April 1 to November 30th and the 

winter storage season from September 15th to June 15th. Council Member Kroon discussed the increase of fees for 

boat slips, summer trailer storage fees, summer boat and trailer storage fees, winter trailer storage fees, and winter 

boat and trailer storage fees. Marina Supervisor Kleva discussed the reasoning for the summer and winter storage 

seasons to reflect the reality of the marina.  

Administrator Seaman asked about the sales tax charged for the storage. Marina Supervisor Kleva stated he was told 

he had to charge sales tax for dry storage by a previous CFO.  

All were in agreement for the change in season and increased fees. 

Discussion ensued regarding dry docks and the disruption they caused to the flow of water in the winter season. 

Marina Supervisor Kleva expressed disfavor of storing dry docks in the marina during the winter season that impede 

the flow of water, as more and more slip lease owners request to store dry docks in the winter.  

It was discussed that the verbiage “all vessels occupying slips in the Marina must be fully operational and must be 

able to move using their own power” would need the addition of “except those boats that are temporarily disabled at 

the discretion of the Marina Supervisor.” All were in consensus with the verbiage. 

Further, it was discussed that the suggestion to add section E. “No wet storage permitted in the Marina from 

Thanksgiving to April 1st” in Ch 293-24 would be removed because it repeated an earlier suggestion. 

It was discussed that an ordinance with the approved changes would be listed for first reading at the April 28, 2022, 

Regular Meeting. 

Discussion of Email from Pump-Out Boat Captain, Val Varga, Dated April 13, 2022 

Mayor Peterson invited Pump-Out Boat Captain Val Varga to join the Work Session table. Council Member Dr. 

McHugh discussed the resolution at the April 14, 2022, meeting and wanted to discuss the pump-out boats and the 

County grant. Administrator Seaman stated that in last year’s report there was $50,000 split between the three (3) 
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boats ($10,000 for Circle of Life and $20,000 each for Pollution Solution and Water Warrior). Administrator 

Seaman stated that there was an ability to get a supplemental amount of $7,500 for each boat for this year. Pump-

Out Boat Captain Varga stated that the County owned two (2) boats and the Borough owned (1) the Circle of Life 

and explained that the County supplements the operation and repairs, but the boat and trailer are owned by the 

Borough.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh requested that Administrator Seaman break out the insurance and Worker’s 

Compensation fees for the pump-out boat operators and determine the potential for reimbursement of these fees. 

Addendum: Preliminary Discussion Concerning Draft Flood Ordinance & FEMA 

Mayor Peterson provided background on the draft flood ordinance and multiple committee meetings. Mayor 

Peterson asked who were the reviewers providing feedback on the draft ordinance and stated that the mandates were 

unfair to residents and unfair for enforcement.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh outlined the history of the draft flood ordinance in discussion and committee 

meetings and discussed the difference between the CRS rating and the model flood ordinance. Council Member Dr. 

McHugh stated that the May 10, 2021, deadline was for the model flood ordinance, not the CRS rating, as discussed 

in the November 2021 letter from the NJDEP. Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that after the engineer status 

meeting on March 10, 2021, a draft was sent to the NJDEP on March 16, 2021, for review and approval.  

Council President DeMichele stated that the ordinance was not adopted at the last Regular Meeting because of 

language suggested from the reviewers that would be unfair to the residents. Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer 

Stocco stated that the suggestions were against the Uniform Construction Code.   

Council Member Dr. McHugh discussed that the adoption of the model flood ordinance would help maintain the 

present CRS rating. Council Member Dr. McHugh discussed that the CRS rating was due in October 2022; and 

discussed the contract with RVE for the CRS rating, the additional funds requested, and approval of the additional 

requested funds memorialized at the March 24, 2022, Regular Meeting. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that the current ordinances met the intent of the mandate. Code Enforcement 

and Zoning Officer Stocco stated that the Floodplain Manager from RVE stated that the model ordinance would 

increase the rating.   

Mayor Peterson stated that the suggested revision would not allow replacement in kind. Council Member Dr. 

McHugh asked how many points were needed to maintain the rating. Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer Stocco 

stated that the model ordinance required the appointment of a floodplain manager and suggested appointing an 

engineering firm instead of a person. 

Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer Stocco discussed the oppressive pricing of raising air conditioning 

condensers and pool equipment when some of it was not covered by flood insurance. It was discussed to schedule a 

meeting to discuss if there were other options to obtain points to maintain the CRS rating without adopting the 

model flood ordinance.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky suggested inviting Mr. Dittenhofer from Remington & Vernick Engineers to a meeting 

at an upcoming Work Session or schedule a Special Work Session.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh requested that a statement from Council Member Liguori be removed from the draft 

March 10, 2022, minutes. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Workshop Items) Mayor Peterson opened the floor for public comment. 
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Seeing no other volunteers, the public portion of the meeting was closed. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MADE BY: Council Member Amabile 

SECOND: Council Member Kroon 

ALL CARRIES: YES 

ANY OPPOSED: NONE 

CARRIES: YES 

Meeting Adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

______________________ 

Sandra Martin, RMC, CMR 

Municipal Clerk 

TIME END: 9:08 pm 

APPROVED DATE: 04/28/2022 


